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Sample comparison essay on two short stories 

In the stories “Two Timber Barges” and “The Watchman,” there are many different connections 

that can be drawn from them. Although they take place in two completely different time frames 

and have a very different sequence of events, a few similarities between them keep popping up 

throughout the story. In these two stories, it is easy to find parallels between characters and their 

actions as well as themes such as beginning with a description about the setting to foreshadow 

what will happen later. Finally, symbolism is used in both short stories which further links them 

together. Whether or not they knew each other personally or if William Faulkner drew 

inspiration from Joel Chandler Harris when writing his short story is unknown; however, it is 

possible to compare and contrast the two pieces of literature. 

 

In “Two Timber Barges,” a man named Joe is consistently compared to a dog throughout this 

story as if he were one. Many instances point out how he is so loyal that he would die for those 

who abuse him, just as a loyal dog would. It is also easy to draw similarities between Joe and a 

dog because he takes orders from his master without much resistance, whines when being 

scolded, and follows his instincts even at the cost of his own life which are all characteristics that 

dogs have as well. Besides simply being compared to a dog, Joseph has many other qualities in 

common with dogs such as the way he barks at strangers or how people call him a cur.  

Even though Joel Chandler Harris and William Faulkner were both white men, the latter was 

born in New Albany, Mississippi which is closer to where “Two Timber Barges” takes place 

than the former who was born in New Orleans, Louisiana. It is possible that Faulkner also knew 
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about this story through his father or someone else who had lived around the area as well as from 

reading it in school. Since he grew up not too far away from Jefferson, Alabama where this story 

took place, Faulkner would have been familiar with some of the character types mentioned such 

as working black slaves. If he did know about this story before writing his own, it is likely that 

he based at least some of his short story off of this one. 

“The Watchman” takes place during the Civil War where a man named Simon is constantly 

compared to an animal throughout the story as well. Just like Joseph, Simon follows his master 

without much resistance and does not think for himself which makes him just as loyal as many 

loyal dogs are. The people who encounter him call him “old hound dog” which furthers these 

parallels between him and dogs because hounds are known for their loyalty to men. Besides 

being compared to a dog, there are also other instances in the story where he acts similar to how 

animals behave such as making strange high pitched sounds or getting scared when something 

unknown comes near him even though he may be physically stronger than the thing that scares 

him.  

Since William Faulkner was born in New Albany, Mississippi he like many other white men of 

his time were pro-slavery. Like Joseph, Simon is also loyal to his master and follows orders 

without any hesitation; however, this makes him seem crueler than the average slave owner 

because he does not care for his own safety. He knows that if he ever decides to leave like some 

slaves do during the war then there will be consequences for it such as getting killed by one of 

their owners or being lynched by an angry mob which is how he ends up dying in this story. If 

people did not know before reading “The Watchman” what type person Faulkner was through 

previous writings then this story was what told them. 
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"Two Timber Barges" and "The Watchman" both use symbolism in the way they are written 

which further connects them to each other. For example, Joseph is compared to a dog so many 

times in “Two Timber Barges” that it becomes clear that he is meant to symbolize a dog. The 

same can be said about Simon in “The Watchman;” people associate him with animals 

throughout the entire piece of literature then when he dies near the end, his body lies on top of 

six dead dogs which implies how he has returned back to the world like an animal would after its 

death even though he had been living as a man for all of his life before then. To go along with 

this theme, both of these stories also have a dark tone to them throughout which is the complete 

opposite of the way people usually view animals as happy and innocent. A final connection 

between these works is how neither story mentions any Native Americans directly but instead 

only focus on their influence over events that take place in each region.  

 

In “The Watchman” Faulkner talks about different types of slaves such as Simon who acts like 

an animal because he does not think for himself and follows his master without hesitation 

whenever he gets scared during the war or when something unknown comes near him even 

though physically he would be able to overpower whatever is making him feel uneasy. In 

addition to talking about how slaves acted around their masters, the story also discusses how 

some slaves tried to fight back against them which shows a hint of rebellion. Faulkner might 

have been trying to show that although people treated animals as if they were lower than dirt, 

there was still a small amount of hope within each one of them if they were ever given a chance. 

In “Two Timber Barges” both Joseph and Simon end up dying because they follow orders from 

the men who are in charge without questioning what is going on or why things are happening 

even though it could end up getting them killed later. Although these stories both mention 

http://www.essay-writing.com/


www.essay-writing.com  

 

slavery and how it affects different characters, there is no real message about whether or not 

authors believe it should be abolished unlike many other stories they have written.  

 

Faulkner and Cather both use symbolism in their works to get across a point without having to 

directly state it which helps tie each of them together. In “Two Timber Barges” Joseph is 

compared to a dog many times before he dies near the end of the story which shows how he can 

return back to his old self after death since animals go back into nature when they die, while 

Simon in “The Watchman” dying near six dead dogs symbolizes that he has returned back to his 

original world like an animal would after its death. Furthermore, both pieces have a dark tone 

throughout which makes readers assume that they are meant more as warnings rather than simple 

pieces of literature. Finally, neither story mentions any Native Americans directly but instead 

only focuses on the influence they have over events in each part of the world which is another 

connection between them. 

"Two Timber Barges" and "The Watchman" both focus on slavery by showing how it affects 

characters within each story. For example Joseph in “Two Timber Barges” is compared to a dog 

even though he is physically able to overpower his master whenever he gets scared during the 

war or when something unknown comes near him just like Simon does in “The Watchman;” 

people associate animals with these stereotypical traits rather than thinking about what would 

make them act this way. In addition, both stories also show signs of rebellion among slaves 

because some tried to fight back and were not completely afraid of their masters. This link 

between the two stories shows that animals could still have hope for something better in life if 

people did not treat them like they were worthless beings which is a common theme throughout 

works by both authors. In conclusion, "Two Timber Barges" and "The Watchman" each show 
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how humans treated other living creatures poorly while still trying to give them one last chance 

at life or calling out on humanity for what it was doing. 
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