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Sample Persuasive speech on Vaccination 

When it comes to vaccinations, there seems to be two extremes; those who think they are great and 

keep urging others to get them and those who think they can cause serious harm and discourage others 

from getting them at all. Of course, both groups are right to some extent. 

What do I mean? 

If you look at the matter from a purely logical perspective, then vaccinations work quite efficiently and 

there is little doubt that they are efficient in preventing diseases and keeping the population growth 

under control. But if you look at it from a rational perception, many people have complained about 

suffering from various side effects after getting vaccinations. And when such incidents happen 

repeatedly with different individuals, doubts start creeping in regarding their efficiency and safety. 

For instance, let us take a brief look at the measles vaccination campaign which took place on April 19th 

this year. It was an ambitious plan by our government aimed to provide protection against measles 

infection to all children under 5 years of across the country. The plan was aimed at providing a safe 

environment for children to grow up in without the fear of contracting the disease. 

What happened? 

When the first phase of this campaign took place, it managed to get more than 36 million children 

vaccinated across at least 40 districts nationwide. But soon enough 7 cases of measles were reported 

from Peshawar while an 8th case was registered in Swat District, both part of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

province (KPK). This prompted some people to raise concerns about side effects and lack of proper 

vaccination coverage even as others continue supporting the drive claiming that such incidents are rare 

in countries where most population has been vaccinated against the disease. 

The purpose I am trying to serve by sharing these examples is to tell you that, on one hand we have a 

highly successful vaccination regime and on the other hand we have numerous cases of people falling 

prey to side effects. Now, considering all this information let us perceive whether or not vaccinations are 

safe; if so then why do some people keep suffering from side effects? 

I think it is best if I answer this question by stating a few examples: 

Let us take a look at India with its massive population coverage of 97% (as per WHO) against measles 

which means only 3% are still unprotected and yet almost 70,000 children die each year due to measles 

in that country alone. 

If we look at the United States of America with its population coverage of 92% against measles and 

where only a few cases have been reported over the past decade, then why do close to 4 million people 

fall prey to it every year? 
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Let us now take China with its massive population coverage of 95.9% against measles and yet still 

several children die from it. The point I am trying to make here is that despite high population coverage 

there are still huge concerns regarding side effects which not only demand further research but also 

raise questions about their safety. And if even after such a large scale government intervention there 

has been no improvement in the condition then how can we blame individuals who start having their 

own reservations about such schemes? Despite this being a mere perception, it is clear that the problem 

lies not with individuals but with the system. 

Let me share one more example in this regard: If we take a look at the polio vaccination campaign taking 

place across Pakistan right now then you will realize that there has been no major side effect reported 

so far. The reason behind our success here is because for the first time in history four million Muslim 

ulema have united under one common banner to support and promote a government backed health 

scheme aimed at eradicating polio virus from the country. This was possible due to their collective 

agreement on how Islam does not only approve of preventive measures against disease but also 

supports active participation by Ummah in such endeavors which are aimed at strengthening its cause. 

But what worked for polio vaccination may not work for measles or any other disease in the future. 

Why? Because while polio is a physical threat that affects both body and soul, measles is only concerned 

with body because it does not pose any direct threat to the soul. The point I am trying to make here is 

that people have different perceptions about vaccinations depending upon different situations and 

hence there is no one universal truth regarding their safety and side effects. 

What needs to be done now? As I have already stated earlier this problem cannot be resolved by 

blaming children or parents who are only doing their own research on Google. Nor can we blame those 

ulema who still do not support the government's efforts even after having seen its success somewhere 

else. Rather, I think it is our responsibility to create awareness about vaccination, its benefits and side 

effects so that people can make a well informed decision. 

The first thing we need to do is support government initiatives to educate the masses on all facets of 

vaccination which includes not only its positive impact but also how it may cause certain side effects in 

individual cases. We should try our best to help such campaigns succeed by reaching out to as many 

people as possible. 

Awareness coupled with knowledge helps us arrive at logical decisions and hence we must ensure that 

each family discusses this issue with their children so they can reach an educated conclusion while 

weighing both pros and cons of vaccinations and then decide for themselves what they want for 

themselves and their children. The reason behind my saying this is because just like some parents may 

not have heard or discussed about government vaccination programs with their children, some parents 

are also ignorant of the dangers associated with skipping immunization. This ignorance must be resolved 

because this is the only way we can resolve this problem and eradicate measles from Pakistan once and 

for all. 

The second thing we need to do here is take an active part in such forums where there is a discussion 

regarding vaccinations so that we can help educate people if they still have doubts or misconceptions 

regarding vaccinations. We should also support forums like these by providing links those articles 

written on the topic and helping them reach out to as many people as possible. And thirdly, why can't 

we make videos on YouTube, post them on Face Book etc; which provide information regarding 
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vaccinations in a more user friendly manner (for example: how the virus enters our body, what its 

symptoms are etc)? 
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